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Christ. And especially the appeal must come home to those whose womanly influence really gives the tone to society. "Woe it is to see these lower influences in any; but woe thrice told; if you, women of England, touch them with even one of your fingers ! if you suffer them to mingle with and degrade the feminine influence which makes true men! if you even condone them by your smile or by your silence ! There is a service for all to the tone of society; but do not doubt that in that service the chief power, and therefore the chief responsibility, must rest with you.
And while we dwell on this part of the subject, I remind you (though it can be but by a passing word) that such service to the moral tone of society will tell even upon those forms of usage, which to so many are a pain and an. offence. There are those who revolt against all the conventions of society, because they seem to them unreal and untrue, and against the ex-clusiveness, dividing society into its charmed circles and repelling those who have not the watchword for admission, which seems to them at once unnatural and unchristian. But these evils cannot be dealt with by mere abolition of social laws. Those laws are, like all other laws, clumsy and imperfect, but not useless or unne-